32        THE SEQUEL OF APPOMATTOX

unbounded love to that Union from which for four
years she tried to escape at the cost of her best
blood and all her treasures." General Lee in
order to set an example applied through General
Grant for a pardon under the amnesty proclama-
tion and soon afterwards he wrote to Governor
Letcher: "All should unite in honest efforts to
obliterate the effects of war, and to restore the
blessings of peace. They should remain, if possible,
in the country; promote harmony and good-feeling;
qualify themselves to vote; and elect to the State
and general legislatures wise and patriotic men,
who will devote their abilities to the interests of
the country and the healing of all dissensions; I
have invariably recommended this course since the
cessation of hostilities, and have endeavored to
practice it myself."

Southerners of the Confederacy everywhere,
then, accepted the destruction of slavery and the
renunciation of state sovereignty; they welcomed
an early restoration of the Union, without any
punishment of leaders of the defeated cause. But
they were proud of their Confederate records
though now legally "loyal" to the United States;
they considered the negro as free but inferior, and
expected to be permitted to fix his status in the